
MINUTES OF  
MORLEY TOWN COUNCIL

WEDNESDAY, 24TH JUNE 2026 AT 7.00 PM

1. 
Councillors Bullock (Mayor), Edwards (Deputy Mayor), Aveyard, Brown, Bywater, 
Dalton, Finnigan, Franco, Grayshon, J Harrison, Hill, Irving, Kimberley and McGarroch 
attended the meeting
The Town Clerk and Deputy Town Clerk attended, along with a member of the public.
2.
The apologies for absence given in advance of the meeting were noted from Councillors Bradley, Bradbury, Evans, D Harrison, Kelly, Langstaff, Newton, Sanders, Senior, Shires and Taylor
3.
The reasons given for absence were approved.
4.
Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary and Other Interests were given by Cllr J Harrison for Morley in Bloom and Churwell Environmental Group and Cllr Aveyard for Morley in Bloom
5.
The Mayor carried out the Presentation of the Past Mayor's Jewel to Cllr S Brown
6.
The Annual Internal Control Review for 2025/26, conducted by a Member of the Audit Committee and the Town Clerk on 23rd June 2026, was considered and approved, as follows:-


(i)
Internal Control checklist


(ii)
Review of Effectiveness of Internal Audit checklist


(iii)
Annual Internal Control Review 2025/26


These were proposed by Cllr Kimberley and seconded by Cllr Finnigan and carried 
unanimously.


Cllr Finnigan also thanked Cllr Evans for her work on this item.
7.
The council received and considered the Internal Audit Report prepared by Heelis & Lodge. The internal audit was conducted remotely on Saturday, 23rd May 2026. The Internal Audit Report had been circulated on 18th June 2026.

A discussion took place with regard to the current ownership of the Morley Civic Regalia, and further details would be brought back to a future meeting.


Cllr Kimberley proposed, and Cllr Finnigan seconded, that the matter be referred to the FGPS Committee and that the invoice for £352.50 be paid. This was approved 
8.
To approve the Annual Governance Statement 2025/26 – Section 1 (p.4) of the Annual Governance & Accountability Return for the year ended 31st March 2026 

Cllr Finnigan proposed, and Cllr Kimberley seconded approval with the exception of item 7, which is to be answered ‘no ’, and item 9, which is N/A. This was carried.
9.
To approve the Accounting Statements for 2025/26
 – Section 2 (p.5) of the Annual Governance & Accountability Return for the year ended 31st March 2026 , as follows: -
(i) Consider the Accounting Statements by the members meeting as a whole; proposed by Cllr Kimberley, seconded by Cllr Finnigan and approved


(ii)
Approve the Accounting Statements by resolution; proposed by Cllr Kimberley, 
seconded by Cllr Finnigan and approved


and 

(iii)
Ensure the Accounting Statements are signed and dated by the Chairman of this meeting, proposed by Cllr Kimberley, seconded by Cllr Finnigan and approved and signed by the Mayor in the meeting 
10.
To agree the period for the Exercise of Public Rights and the publication of the unaudited Annual Governance and Accountability Return will commence on Friday, 26th June 2026, and end on Thursday, 6th August 2026, proposed by Cllr Kimberley, seconded by Cllr Finnigan and approved
11.
To consider recommendations from F & GP meeting of 16th June 2026  with regards to Grants funded from CIL
Councillors had the following information circulated previously
CIL @ 3/6/26

EMR – CIL 21/22
£0

EMR – CIL 22/23
£0

EMR – CIL 23/24
£154,241.03

EMR – CIL 24/25
£140,114.62

EMR – CIL 25/26
£2,438.83
EMR – CIL 26/27
£760.16




£297,554.64     


COMMITTED EXPENDITURE 

· £80,000 Digital Screens (Full Council 2/11/22)

· £12,500 Nepshaw Scout site (Full Council 4/1/23) 

‘from F & GP 30/11/22 £25,000 for South Leeds and Morley Scout District re. new community building

Cllr Finnigan gave a verbal report of two scout buildings within the Town Council area. He answered questions raised by other members of the committee and it was proposed and agreed that a CIL payment of £12,500 was granted for improvements to the Tingley scout building following receipt of confirmation of the improvements that are required. It was also proposed and agreed that the committee would support in principle improvements to the Nepshaw scout site when further information was provided. This expenditure to be ratified at Full Council on 4/1/23.

31/3/23 £12,500 paid to South Leeds & Morley District Scouts re. Tingley

· £10,000 Lewisham Park gym project (Full Council 4/1/23)

· £10,000 Rooms Lane gate (Full Council 17/5/23)

· £9,346 Bruntcliffe Cemetery Fence (Full Council 20/11/24)
· £45,000 Lewisham Park Centre upgrading environmental performance (F & GP 5/3/25 Full Council 18/6/25)

· £1,276.00 Toilets off Robing Room (Full Council 16/7/25)

· £10,000.00 Woodkirk Valley Sports Club (Full Council 16/7/25)

· £50,000 Scarth Gardens (Full Council 17/9/25)

· £50,000 Scatcherd Park (Full Council 17/9/25) 

· £1,500 Morley Bowling Green Scatcherd Park (Full Council 17/9/25)

(£279,622)

= £17,932.64 remaining (approx.)

Cllr Finnigan proposed, and Cllr Brown seconded, that the £45,000 allocated for the Lewisham Park project be transferred back into the general fund, as that project was not going ahead, and this was approved  
Cllr J Harrison & Aveyard left the meeting at 7:31 pm
Grants for consideration 

(i) Morley in Bloom - £23,147.00. Cllr Finnigan proposed and Cllr Kimberley seconded, and it was approved that the full amount covering the 3 years projects outlined be approved on condition that the money was not used for any retrospective projects within the application

Cllr Aveyard returned at 7:39 pm
(ii) Churwell Environmental Group - £10,030.00 +vat. Cllr Finnigan proposed and Cllr Kimberley seconded, and it was approved that the full amount, including the VAT payable, was awarded 
Cllr J Harrison returned at 7:42 pm
12.
An item of correspondence had been handed to the Clerks on arrival relating to a complaint against a member. The Clerks informed the meeting that the complainant had already been told that the council had no remit for this and that they should refer any issues to the monitoring officer. They would reply to the complainant and confirm this  

13.      The date and time of the next scheduled meeting was noted as Wednesday,15th July 
2026, at 7.00 pm
The meeting closed at 7:46pm
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