
						
MINUTES OF  
THE ANNUAL MEETING
 MORLEY TOWN COUNCIL
 WEDNESDAY, 20th MAY 2026 AT 7.00 P.M 



The Mayor welcomed everyone and gave an overview of her year in office. She then thanked a number of people for their support and gave out gifts 

1. To elect Town Mayor
Cllr Finnigan proposed, and Cllr Kimberley seconded Cllr Noel Bullock 
Cllr Irving proposed, and Cllr Bywater seconded Cllr Hill 
On the vote being taken, Cllr Bullock was elected 

2. Cllr Bullock took and signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office. He was invested with the Chain by Cllr Edwards 

3.   Cllr Edwards was presented with the Past Mayor's Jewel 

4. To elect Deputy Town Mayor
Cllr Finnigan proposed Cllr Edwards, which Cllr Kimberley seconded 
Cllr Irving proposed, and Cllr Bywater seconded Cllr Hill
On the vote being taken, Cllr Edwards was elected 

5. To elect Leader of Council for 2026/27
Cllr Finnigan proposed, and Cllr Brown seconded Cllr Kimberley as Leader 
Cllr Hill proposed, and Cllr Bywater seconded Cllr Irving
On the vote being taken, Cllr Kimberley was elected 

6. To record attendance 
Cllrs Finnigan, Edwards, D Harrison, J Harrison, Bradbury, Bywater, Franco, Dalton, Rodley, Shires, Hill, Brown, Kimberley, Bullock, Senior, Kelly, Newton, Irving and Aveyard

The Clerk and Deputy Clerk were in attendance as were 5 members of the public

7.	Apologies for absence given in advance of the meeting were received from Cllrs Bradley, Evans, 	Grayshon, Langstaff, McGarroch and Sanders 

8.	The reasons given for absence were approved by the Council  

9.	There were no Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary and Other Interests

10.	The ‘draft’ Minutes of last Full Council meeting held on 18th March 2026, and the Extraordinary meeting held on 24th March 2026 were approved

11.	The Minutes of Finance, General Purposes & Strategic Committee meetings held on 4th March 2026 and ‘draft’ Minutes for the meeting held on 6th May 2026 were received and noted

12.	The Minutes of Highways, Transportation and Environment Committee meetings held on 25th March 2026 and ‘draft’ Minutes for the meeting held on 29th April 2026 were received and noted  
	
13.	The ‘draft’ Minutes of Community Support Committee meeting held on 5th March 2026 were received and noted 

14. 	The ‘draft’ Minutes of the Staffing Committee meeting held on 30th March 2026 were received and 	noted  
	




15.	The proposed Schedule of Meeting Dates and Times for 2026/27 were approved for Highways, CSC and Staffing committees, with the meetings of Planning & FGPS delegated to the Clerks to resolve in consultation with the Chairs; this was approved by Council. Cllr Aveyard abstained

16.	The Town Council Standing Orders and Financial Regulations for 2026/27 were reviewed and, following an amendment proposed by Cllr Finnigan and seconded by Cllr Kimberley, were agreed after some discussion


17.	The Town Council’s Documents, Policies, and Procedures for 2026/27 were approved en bloc
(i) Committees’ Structure & Delegated Functions 
(ii)        Complaints Procedure 
            (iii)	Publication Scheme under ‘Freedom of Information Act 2000’ 
(iv) Risk Assessment 
(v) Data Protection Policy
(vi) Information & Data Protection Policy 
(vii) Data Information Audit
(viii) Data Audit Schedule
(ix) Press & Media Policy
(x) Rules for Recording at Meetings
(xi) Document Retention/Disposal Policy
(xii) Security Incident Policy
(xiii) Role Profiles 
(xiv) Social Media Guidance Notes 
(xv) Health & Safety Policy 
(xvi) Transferable Data Policy
(xvii) Equal Opportunities Policy 
(xviii) Lone Worker Policy
(xix) Members’ Code of Conduct
(xx) Civility and Respect Pledge  

18.	The approval of the Asset Register 2026/27 was deferred to FGPS by the Council 

19.	The Appointments to Council Committees for 2026/27 were approved en bloc 
(a)	Planning Committee
		Cllrs Finnigan, Brown, Taylor, Evans, Senior & Shires

(b) Community Support Committee
Cllrs Kimberley, Brown, Edwards, Langstaff, Bullock, Irving & Dalton

(c)	Highways, Transportation and Environment Committee
	Cllrs Franco, J Harrison, Kelly, McGarroch, Aveyard, Bradbury, Rodley & Bywater

(d)	Audit Committee (must exclude any member of Finance, General Purposes and Strategic Committee and any cheque signatories)
	Cllrs Evans, McGarroch, J Harrison, Hill & Franco

(e)       Nominations to Finance, General Purposes & Strategic Committee 
	Cllrs Finnigan, Kimberley, Newton, Edwards, D Harrison, Aveyard, Sanders, Senior & 	Grayshon

(f) 	Nominations to Staffing Committee
	Cllrs Bradbury, Edwards, Grayshon & Newton

20.	There were no items of correspondence 

21.	Date and time of next meeting: As per the agreed schedule 
The meeting closed at 7:45 pm
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