MORLEY TOWN COUNCIL
MINUTES OF
FINANCE, GENERAL PURPOSES & STRATEGIC COMMITTEE MEETING
TUESDAY, 16th JUNE 2026 at 7.00 pm


1. To record attendance Cllrs Finnigan, Kimberley, Grayshon, Senior and Aveyard attended
The Deputy Town Clerk, Cllr J Harrison and 1 member of the public were in attendance 

2. Apologies for absence given in advance of the meeting were received from Cllr Edwards

3. The reasons given for absence were approved.

4. Cllr Finnigan was elected as Chair for the Finance, General Purposes and Strategic Committee for 2026/27 and paid tribute to Cllr Newton for his work and service to the committee 

5. Cllr Kimberley was elected as Deputy Chair for the Finance, General Purposes and Strategic Committee for 2026/27

6. To receive any declarations of interest not already declared under the Council’s Code of Conduct or a member’s Register of Disclosable Pecuniary and Other Interests
	Cllrs Aveyard and Senior declared an interest in the item on Morley in Bloom

7. The minutes of the meeting held on 6th May 2026 were approved and signed as a true and correct record by the Chair.

8. The Financial Reports and Payments and Receipts Registers with copy bank statements showing month-end balances for February and March 2026 were approved.

9. VAT Refunds were noted as 
i) £2,197.52 received 8/5/2026 for 1/1/26 – 31/3/26

10.  Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) Funding
(a) It was noted; credit was received on 7/5/26 of £760.16 from Leeds City Council re. 24/03691/FU - Village Hotel South Leeds, Capitol Boulevard, Morley, Leeds, LS27 0TS 

(b) The Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) funded projects and previously approved allocations were reviewed, and following a discussion, it was agreed to refer to full council that the £45,000 previously allocated for the Lewisham Park project should be returned to the general fund 

The Town Council would open discussions with Leeds CC on support in principle for future developments, but with no financial or other agreements at this time 

At this point, Cllrs Grayshon, Finnigan and Senior declared their interests as members of the Town Deal Board 

The Funding allocation for the Digital Screen project was discussed at length, and it was agreed to leave the matter until the new year.

(c) To consider applications received for Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) funding and to agree recommendations for submission to Full Council for approval
(i) Churwell Environmental Volunteers grant of £10,030.00+VAT for repairs and replacement to bridges on a footpath was requested, and Cllr J Harrison gave an overview of the project and answered members' questions. Following which, it was agreed to recommend the grant to Full Council for approval 

(ii) Morley in Bloom made a grant application for a grant Application totaling £23,147.00 for projects over three years 

The committee were appraised that allocating funding for projects which may not come to completion or commencement for three years took away funds which in the future may be considered for other projects 

Following a detailed discussion and questions about the projects, Cllrs Senior, Aveyard and J Harrison left the meeting 

The committee then discussed the application and agreed to recommend to Council to award the full amount of the grant 


11.	To consider if the Council wishes to either buy or take responsibility for land currently for sale, 	Springfield Mill Park.

This had been raised in several emails to the Clerks by a member of the public, and it was brought to the committee for consideration 
Cllr Finnigan said the Town Deal Board had considered this and was not pursuing it
Cllr Grayshon said he had sent an email to enquire about the park
The Committee agrees it would seek more information and, if needed, would leaflet drop the area to gauge interest and support from residents 

12.  Expenditure under Town Clerk’s Delegated Authority (Financial Regulations adopted 4/5/16 –        item 4.1) – was noted for information only: - 
LGA 1972 = Local Government Act 1972
LG (FP) A 1963 = Local Government (Financial Provisions) Act 1963
(i) Salaries, pension contributions and Tax & N.I. for May 2026 (LGA 1972 S112 & LGPSR 2013 SI 2013/2356)
(ii) Reimbursement to Town Clerk for £32.27 (exc VAT) re.1 printer ink cartridge (Cartridge People) 28/5/26
(iii) Invoice dated 4/6/26 for £30.00 (no VAT) from Ancient & Honourable Guild of Town Criers re. S Holt Town Crier annual membership
(iv) Invoice 13236 dated 18/6/26 for £123.98 (exc VAT) from Multi Web Services re. website hosting
(v) Reimbursement to Town Clerk for £22.08 (exc VAT) re.1 printer ink cartridge (Argos- cartridge from Cartridge People delivery was delayed & needed urgently to print meeting papers) 4/6/26

Civic Duties Expenditure 
(i) Reimbursement of £149.05 ( no VAT) to Cllr C Edwards re. food/refreshments for Annual Council meeting 20/5/26

Direct debits/standing orders from Unity Trust account (LGA 1972 S111) 
01/05/26 - £47.00 to Information Commissioners Office re. GDPR/Data protection fee 26/27
11/5/26 – £38.32 (inc VAT) to Daisy Communications re. Office broadband
15/05/26 - £47.45 (inc VAT) to Techmonkeys Limited re. Office/365 Support 

NatWest Bank charges from NatWest current account (LGA 1972 S111)
30/04/26 - £0.70 (no VAT) to NatWest re. bank charges

Unity Trust Bank charges (LGA 1972 S111)
30/04/26 - £7.00 (no VAT) to Unity Trust re. bank charges
31/05/26 - £7.00 (no VAT) to Unity Trust re. bank charges

13. To Receive Items of Correspondence (for information only)
	It was noted that the Clerks had received an email from the RSSG asking if the Mayor would once again be the Hon.President of the branch.  It had been clarified that the branch had not made any formal change to their procedures, but in recent years, the Mayor had not been invited to take up that role.  

Therefore, it had been confirmed to the branch that no action was needed, as it was merely carrying out a previously agreed procedure.
This was welcomed by the committee 

     14. Setting the meetings for the current Municipal Year was discussed, and it was agreed to set the dates prior to Full Council. Some discussion took place, and it was agreed to delegate to the Clerks the authority to devise a schedule of meetings in consultation with the Chair and Deputy.
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