 MORLEY TOWN COUNCIL
MINUTES OF COMMUNITY SUPPORT COMMITTEE MEETING 
HELD AT MORLEY COMMUNITY CHURCH, ZION CHAPEL, MERLYN REES AVENUE, MORLEY LS27 9SL
THURSDAY, 28th MAY 2026 AT 7.00 PM


1. To Record Attendance
Cllrs Kimberley, Brown, Dalton, Irving and Bullock attended
Two members of the public were in attendance
The Town Clerk also attended 

2. To receive apologies for absence given in advance of the meeting
Apologies were received from Cllrs Edwards & Langstaff

3. To consider the approval of the reasons given for absence
The reasons given for absence were approved 

4. To elect a Chair for the Community Support Committee for 2026/27
Cllr Kimberley was elected as Chair for the Community Support Committee for 2026/27

5. To elect a Deputy Chair for the Community Support Committee for 2026/27
Cllr Irving was elected as Deputy Chair for the Community Support Committee for 2026/27

6. Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary and Other Interests
(i) To receive, consider and decide upon any applications for dispensation
(ii) To receive any declarations of interest not already declared under the Council’s Code of Conduct or a member’s Register of Disclosable Pecuniary Interests
None

7. To approve ‘draft’ Minutes of the Meeting held on 5th March 2026 
The minutes of the meeting held on 5th March 2026 were approved 
Cllrs Brown & Irving abstained from the vote

8. To consider and, where appropriate, approve Grant Applications and to consider and approve any actions arising from previous applications

(i) Grant application(s) received 
(a) 1st & 2nd Morley Guides - £240.00 to add camping stoves and tables to the existing camping equipment
	The Grant application for £240.00 was approved

(b) Morley Live CIC - £1,000.00 Baby & Toddler Groups
The two members of the public who had attended re. the Morley Live CIC grant application left the meeting at 7.20 pm, after giving a presentation on the grant application and answering members' questions.

The Grant application of £1,000.00 was approved, subject to the organisation raising the other £3,000.00 that is required to run the groups. The members would like to receive a report from them at the end of every school term to indicate the attendance of the baby & toddler groups

(ii) Update, discussions, and decisions on Grants awarded 2025/26 
Noted

9. To consider major events
(a) St George’s Day Market 2026
i) To receive and consider a report on the recent St George’s Day Market, including attendance, trader participation, community feedback and operational matters






Members discussed the event & felt that it had been well attended. Cllr Irving was disappointed that none of the non-MBI councillors had been asked to volunteer on the day

ii) To consider & approve payment of the invoice dated 12/5/26 from Michelle Carter/Spinning Plates Events for £1500.00 re. Event planning, organisation & management for St George’s Day Street Market

The invoice for £1500.00 was approved for payment

iii) To consider and approve various invoices relating to the St George’s Day Market.

It was RESOLVED that the additional invoices submitted by the event organiser, totalling £545.49 for insurance, bunting and flags, and their installation and removal, be delegated to the Clerks for further review. The Clerks were authorised to approve and arrange payment, where appropriate, in consultation with the Chair of the Committee.


(b) To consider and agree on the programme of events the Council will organise during the municipal year, and to agree on any actions necessary. Members are requested to discuss and resolve accordingly.

Members considered the Council's programme of events for the 2026/27 municipal year.

Yorkshire Day
It was RESOLVED that the Yorkshire Day event be held on Saturday, 1st August 2026. Members agreed to appoint Twisted Events as the event organiser, subject to the necessary arrangements being made. It was further agreed that there would be no outdoor cinema this year and that, if feasible, market stalls should be positioned in the centre of Queen Street rather than along the sides. Members also agreed that  a small stage for entertainers and performers, together with a brass band if possible would be preferable to the previously used Outdoor Cinema. As the event is due to take place shortly, it was RESOLVED to delegate authority to the Clerks, in consultation with the Chair of the Committee, to make the necessary arrangements. Members also agreed that Yorkshire Day should be included on an earlier Committee agenda in future years. A budget of £8,000 was approved.

Lantern Festival
Members discussed arrangements for the Lantern Festival and noted that the Alexandra Hall in the Town Hall was unlikely to be available as the venue. Cllr Irving agreed to raise the possibility of using the Morleian Room at the next Town Deal meeting. It was RESOLVED that the Lantern Festival be held on Thursday, 29th October 2026, with an approved budget of £2,000.

Christmas Lights Switch-On
Members considered arrangements for the Christmas Lights Switch-On event. Cllr Kimberley proposed, and Cllr Brown seconded, that Twisted Events be appointed as the event organiser. It was RESOLVED that the event be held on Saturday, 28th November 2026.
Members noted advice from LCC and the Town Deal that it is unlikely power will be available in Chess Square, which may prevent the installation and illumination of a Christmas tree in that location.















Members also considered the expiry of the Council's Christmas lights contract with Blachere Illumination. The Committee noted the company's offer to extend the existing arrangements for either one or two years. The cost of a two-year extension would be £14,758 per annum (excluding VAT), compared with £15,127 (excluding VAT) for a one-year extension. It was further noted that the costs would be reduced if the Chess Square Christmas tree was not required.
Cllr Kimberley proposed, and Cllr Dalton seconded, that the Council accept the two-year extension offered by Blachere Illumination. It was RESOLVED to recommend the two-year extension to Full Council for ratification.


10. To Note Expenditure under Town Clerk’s Delegated Authority (Financial Regulations adopted 4/5/16 – item 4.1).
(i) Invoice dated 10/3/26 from Community Heartbeat Trust Ltd for £142.95 (exc VAT) re. 2 sets of defibrillator pads
(ii) Invoice dated 4/8/25 from Filmbank Distribution Ltd for £153.00 (exc VAT) re. film screening for outdoor cinema Yorkshire Day 2025
(iii) Invoice dated 19/3/26 from Robrook Press Ltd for £105.00 (no VAT) re. St George market promotional material printing
(iv) Invoice dated 15/4/26 from Defib Supplies-Intermedical UK Ltd for £240.00 (exc VAT) re. replacement defib battery

The above items of expenditure were noted

 
11. The date and time of the next meeting of the Committee is 7 pm Thursday 2nd July 2026.

	The meeting ended at 20.05pm

