,MORLEY TOWN COUNCIL
MINUTES
FINANCE, GENERAL PURPOSES & STRATEGIC COMMITTEE MEETING
WEDNESDAY, 4th MARCH 2026 at 7.00 pm
MORLEY COMMUNITY CHURCH, ZION CHAPEL, MERLYN REES AVENUE, MORLEY LS27 9SL


1. The following were in attendance 
Cllrs Newton (Chair), Kimberley (Deputy Chair), D Harrison and Senior
Cllr Edwards attended to take the minutes as the clerks were unable to attend

2. Apologies for absence given in advance of the meeting were received from Cllrs Sanders, Shires, and Aveyard

3. The reasons given for absence were approved 

4. There were no declarations of interest not already declared under the Council’s Code of Conduct or a member’s Register of Disclosable Pecuniary and Other Interests

5. The minutes of the meeting held on 15th January 2026 were agreed as a true and correct record

6. The Financial Reports and Payments and Receipts Registers with copy bank statements showing month-end balances for November and December 2025 and January 2026 were approved 

7. Matters referring to CIL and needing  referral  to Full Council for approval were :

(i) To receive a report on the current CIL balance and schemes currently approved which was noted 
(ii) The Request from Morley Victoria Primary School for assistance with funding of £20,000 for repairs to the school hall following an unsuccessful application to the TRU Community Fund 2025 was referred to Full Council

8. 	The credit of £3,500.00 received on 12/12/2025 from Land Securities Properties Ltd re the White 	Rose Centre’s contribution to Town Centre events was noted 

9. Use of Rialtas for Year-End Close-down 
The committee considered and agreed that the Parish Council will appoint Rialtas to undertake the financial year-end close-down for the current financial year at a cost of £980.00 (excluding VAT).
Background: Rialtas have previously supported the Council with the year-end close-down and preparation of the annual accounts. Their services include year-end adjustments and assistance with audit and compliance requirements.
Cost: The cost of appointing Rialtas for the year-end close-down is £980.00 (excluding VAT), which can be met from the existing budget.
For information, the cost for the previous financial year was £912.00 (excluding VAT).
Approved :
That the Finance Committee agrees to appoint Rialtas to carry out the financial year-end close-down for the 2025/2026 financial year at a cost of £980.00 (excluding VAT).

10.	Approval of Invoices and Payments
(a) The following items of expenditure were approved:- 
(i) Invoice dated 16/2/26 for £2,000.00 (no VAT) from White Rose Landscaping re. Supply & delivery of eight grit bins to eight locations and filling with rock salt
(b) Authorising the payment of the Clerks’ salaries by standing order on a monthly basis, with any non-standard payments (including overtime, adjustments or back pay) to be processed separately via the usual payments schedule.

11.   Expenditure under Town Clerk’s Delegated Authority (Financial Regulations adopted 4/5/16 –        item 4.1) – item for information only: was noted - 
LGA 1972 = Local Government Act 1972
LG (FP) A 1963 = Local Government (Financial Provisions) Act 1963
(i) Salaries, pension contributions and Tax & N.I. for January and February 2026 (LGA 1972 S112 & LGPSR 2013 SI 2013/2356)
(ii) Invoice dated 8/1/26 for £10.00 (exc VAT) from Krystal Hosting re. Domain renewal 7/3/26 – 6/3/27
(iii) Invoice 12483 dated 4/1/26 for £123.98 (exc VAT) from Multi Web Services re. website hosting
(iv) Reimbursement to Town Clerk for £54.60 (no VAT) re. printing charges for meeting papers
(v) Invoice 12642 dated 4/2/26 for £123.98 (exc VAT) from Multi Web Services re. website hosting
(vi) Invoice dated 9/2/26 for £185.00 (no VAT) from Morley Community Church re. six council meetings 26/11/25 – 28/1/26
(vii) Invoice dated 2/1/26 for £200.00 (no VAT) from Society of Local Council Clerks re. deputy clerk annual membership
(viii) 23/2/26 reimbursement to R Pickles for £20.47 (no VAT) re. printer ink

Civic Duties Expenditure 
(i) 12/2/26 Payment of £40.00 to Wakefield Met Council re. Two tickets to the Mayor’s Charity Curry Night

Direct debits/standing orders from Unity Trust account (LGA 1972 S111) 
12/01/26 – £38.24 (inc VAT) to Daisy Communications re. Office broadband
15/01/26 - £47.45 (inc VAT) to Techmonkeys Limited re. Office/365 Support 
10/02/26 – £38.24 (inc VAT) to Daisy Communications re. Office broadband
16/02/26 - £47.45 (inc VAT) to Techmonkeys Limited re. Office/365 Support 

NatWest Bank charges from NatWest current account (LGA 1972 S111)
30/01/26 - £2.10 (no VAT) to NatWest re. bank charges

Unity Trust Bank charges (LGA 1972 S111)
31/01/26 - £6.00 (no VAT) to Unity Trust re. bank charges

12. There were no Items of Correspondence 

13. The next scheduled meeting is Wednesday, 6th May 2026, at 7.00 pm was noted 
	
	Meeting closed at 19:20 hrs 
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