
                      						


MINUTES OF MORLEY TOWN COUNCIL MEETING
HELD ON WEDNESDAY,21st JANUARY AT 7.00 PM
AT MORLEY COMMUNITY CHURCH, ZION CHAPEL, MERLYN REES AVENUE, MORLEY LS27 9SL

1.	Councillors Bullock (Deputy Mayor), Aveyard, Bradley, Bradbury, Brown, Bywater, 		Finnigan, Franco, Grayshon, D Harrison, J Harrison, Hill, Irving, Kelly, Kimberley, 	McGarroch, Rodley and Senior attended the meeting 
	Three members of the public and the Town Clerk also attended the meeting.

2.	Apologies for absence were given in advance of the meeting from Councillors Edwards (Mayor), Dalton, Evans, Langstaff, Newton, Sanders, Shires and Taylor.

3.	The reasons given for absence were approved.

4.	Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary and Other Interests
To disclose or draw attention to any disclosable pecuniary interests for the purposes of Section 31 of the Localism Act 2011 and paragraphs 13-18 of the Members’ Code of Conduct.   Also to declare any other significant interests which the member wishes to declare in the public interest, in accordance with paragraphs 19 to 20 of the Members’ Code of Conduct

5.	Members considered the draft Minutes of the Full Council meetings held on 19th November 2025 and 16th December 2025. Cllr Finnigan advised that he had not presented an apology from Cllr Evans for the meeting held on 16th December 2025 (work commitment), and therefore it had not been recorded in the Minutes. It was proposed by Cllr Kimberley and seconded by Cllr Finnigan that both sets of Minutes be approved, subject to the amendment to the 16th December 2025 Minutes to include the apology for Cllr Evans. Cllr Bradley abstained; all other Members present voted in favour. Resolved: That the Minutes of 19th November 2025 and 16th December 2025 be approved, subject to the amendment.

6.	The ‘draft’ Minutes of the Finance, GP & Strategic Committee meeting held on 5th November were received and noted.

7.	The ‘draft’ Minutes of the Highways & Transportation Committee meetings held on 
4th November 2025 and 26th November 2025 were received and noted.

Cllrs Grayshon & Hill left the room before the next item was discussed

8.	Members considered a request for £3,500.00 from the Royal Society of St George (RSSG) towards the St George’s Parade and Gala to be held this year.
	RSSG stated that this was not a grant application, but funding they believed was owed from monies previously provided by the White Rose and paid to the Morley Town Centre Management Board (TCMB). Members were told by RSSG that the White Rose had historically contributed £3,500.00 annually, to be divided equally between the Arts Festival, RSSG and MTC. RSSG stated that they had not received their share of this funding since 2023 and had not submitted a grant application form.
	Cllr Finnigan advised Members that the Town Council has financed the event in the region of £100,000 over the years. He reported that he has spoken regularly with representatives of the White Rose, who have consistently advised that their contribution is paid to MTC to allocate as appropriate and that MTC have continued to support the event.
	It was therefore confirmed that the request would be treated as a grant application and that MTC would follow the same application process as other applicants.

	Further comments were made, including the possibility of financing traffic management arrangements; however, this was considered to be too short notice for the current year.
	Cllr Finnigan further advised that the level of financial commitment and support provided by the Town Council over many years significantly exceeds the funding received from the White Rose and demonstrates the Council’s ongoing commitment to the event.


	It was proposed by Cllr Kimberley, seconded by Cllr Finnigan, to award RSSG a grant of £3,500.00

	Two members of the public from RSSG, left after item 8, and Cllr Grayshon & Hill returned to the meeting

9.	To receive proposals and agree on the town council budget for 2026/2027
	Cllr Finnigan thanked Cllr Newton and the Town Clerk for their work in preparing the figures and confirmed that the proposed budget had been circulated to all Members in advance of the meeting. Members were aware that the General Reserve has been volatile and that stability needs to be ensured going forward.

	Cllr Irving queried why no specific budget provision had been included for defibrillators and bleed kits. Cllr Brown responded that, given their long lifespan, replacements would be funded from reserves as and when required.

	Cllr Irving also questioned the proposed allocation of £10,000 for Christmas Lights and asked how this had previously been funded. The Clerk advised that, in recent years, this expenditure had been met from Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) funding. Cllr Finnigan added that, although provision for the lights had been included within the budget, alternative funding sources would also be explored, including potential support from the LCC Community Committee.

	Cllr Finnigan proposed that the budget for 2026/2027 be approved. This was seconded by Cllr Senior. All Members voted in favour.

	It was resolved that the Town Council budget for 2026/2027 be approved. This is attached below.


































	 
	
	
	Morley Town Council Budget 2026-2027

	Actual General Reserve 31/3/25
	119492
	
	
	

	
	
	
	FINANCE, GP & STRATEGIC
	108025
	

	1076 Precept 
	242000
	
	CIVIC DUTIES (under F,GP&Strat)
	3800
	

	LCTS Grant 
	14268
	
	COMMUNITY SUPPORT
	87500
	

	1090 Interest Received(ESTIMATE)
	6000
	
	HIGHWAY, TRANS & ENVIR
	27000
	

	1100 Other Income
	0
	
	PLANNING
	0
	

	1101 PROW Maintenance  
	0
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Total
	226325
	

	Total
	262268
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	FINANCE, GP & STRAT COMMITTEE 
	COMMUNITY SUPPORT COMMITTEE  
	

	4021 Employment Costs 
	70725
	
	
	
	

	4023 Expenses 
	250
	
	4250 Policing
	15000
	

	Employment contingency
	0
	
	4251 CCTV
	5000
	

	Professional fees
	0
	
	4252 Defibs & Bleed Kits
	 
	

	
	70975
	
	
	20000
	 

	
	
	
	
	
	

	4101 Council Office
	6000
	
	
	
	

	4102 Telephone
	500
	
	4272 Christmas Lights 
	10000
	

	4103 Other Office Costs
	500
	 
	4270 Xmas Lights Event 
	0
	

	
	7000
	
	4271 Entertainment 
	28000
	 

	
	
	
	
	38000
	

	4150 Insurance
	2000
	
	
	
	

	4151 Audit
	4000
	
	
	
	

	4152 Bank Charges
	500
	
	4292 Morley Murals
	
	

	4155 Training & Conf
	4000
	
	4293 St George's Tournament
	
	

	4160 Subscriptions
	3500
	
	4294 Brass Band Comp
	
	

	4161 PC Reqs & Website
	3500
	
	4290 Morley Organisations
	 
	 

	4163 Postage
	1600
	
	4304 Community Grants 
	29500
	

	4164 Printing & Stationery
	2500
	
	
	
	

	4170 Election Costs
	6250
	
	
	
	

	
	27850
	
	COMM SUPPORT TOTAL
	87500
	 

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	4201 Cllr Mileage Claims
	200
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	4208 Maintenance
	500
	
	PLANNING COMMITTEE
	
	

	4210 Major Projects 
	0
	
	4350 Miscellaneous Expend 
	
	

	4291 Remembrance 
	1500
	 
	PLANNING C'TEE TOTAL
	0
	

	
	2200
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	 
	 

	
	
	
	H, T & ENVIR COMMITTEE 
	
	

	F, GP & STRAT TOTAL
	108025
	 
	
	
	

	
	
	
	4377 Climate Emergency 
	0
	

	CIVIC DUTIES  
	
	
	4205 Morley In Bloom
	0
	

	
	
	
	4373 Horticulture 
	12000
	

	4401 Food & Drink
	1000
	
	4374 Community Cleaning  
	0
	

	4402 Non-Food 
	400
	
	4376 Highways & Transport/& Comm Cleaning
	3000
	

	4203 Civic Transport
	1500
	
	4372 Gritting 
	8000
	

	4400 Comm Contribut 
	300
	
	4390 PROW/Footpath Maintenance 
	1500
	

	4405 Regalia/Honours Board
	600
	
	4378 Bench Repairs
	0
	

	CIVIC DUTIES TOTAL
	3800
	
	Speed Indicator Devices
	2500
	

	
	
	
	H, T & ENV C'TTEE TOTAL
	27000
	

	
	
	
	TOTAL
	226325
	

	
	
	
	
	
	




10.	Members considered the level of precept required for the financial year 2026/2027, based on the approved budget.

	Cllr Finnigan proposed that the precept be set at £242,000.00, being the same level as the previous financial year, representing a 0% increase. This was seconded by Cllr Irving and all Members voted in favour.

	It was resolved that the precept for the financial year 2026/2027 be set at £242,000.00.

11.	Appointment of Internal Auditor

	Cllr Kimberley proposed that the Town Council engage the services of Heelis & Lodge as the Internal Auditor for the current financial year and that they be requested to undertake an Interim Internal Audit at the earliest opportunity. This was seconded by Cllr Finnigan and all Members voted in favour.

	It was resolved that Heelis & Lodge be appointed as the Town Council’s Internal Auditor for the current financial year, 2026/2027 and be instructed to carry out an Interim Internal Audit as soon as possible.
	
12.	White Paper Resolution - Community Grit Bins 

	Cllr Finnigan advised Members that LCC has confirmed it has no statutory obligation to provide grit bins. Members were informed that a local supplier is able to supply, deliver and fill a grit bin at a cost of £250 per unit, which is approximately one third less than the cost quoted by LCC. He proposed that up to £3,000.00 be allocated from Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) funds to provide eight filled grit bins at locations to be agreed. The total cost of supply and installation would be £2,000.00, with the remaining £1,000.00 to be retained for future refilling as required. It was noted that this should be implemented promptly due to the time of year. This was seconded by Cllr Senior. Cllr Bradley queried 


	what the £8,000 gritting budget allocation covers and was advised that this covers road gritting. All Members voted in favour.

	It was resolved that £3,000.00 be allocated from CIL funds for the provision and maintenance of eight new community grit bins.

13	Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) Funding
	(i)	Bruntcliffe School 
	To consider and agree the release of £25,000 from the Town Council bank account to be taken from Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) funds to support works to the Bruntcliffe School walkway, as previously approved by Full Council on 1st March 2023 and 19th November 2025, and to delegate authority to the Clerk to make the payment.

	This was proposed by Cllr Kimberley, seconded by Cllr Finnigan, and all Members were in favour.

	(ii)	Blachere Illumination UK Ltd – Christmas Lights
	To consider and agree the release of £3,605.00 (excluding VAT) from the Town 	Council bank account, to be funded from Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL), to 	Blachere Illumination UK Ltd in respect of the invoice dated 12th January 2026 for £3,605.00, being the final instalment (year 3 of a 3-year hire contract) for the Christmas lights, and to delegate authority to the Clerk to make the payment.
		
	Note: This payment concludes the 3-year hire contract.

	This was proposed by Cllr Kimberley, seconded by Cllr Finnigan, and all Members were in favour.



Cllr Kelly left the meeting after item 13.

14.	Approval of Invoices and Payments
	To consider any actions required and to approve any other invoices or payments presented by the Clerk, should there be any.

(i) Invoice from Rhodes Homes for £774.00 (excluding VAT) was presentedthat had already been circulated re. Works carried out at the rear of the Miners Arms on the Station Steps. Cllr Irving sought clarification on whether there are two invoices or one that requires payment, as two have been received for the same amount but with different invoice numbers and said that one needs to have a cancellation or credit notice issued. 

	It was proposed by Cllr Kimberley and seconded by Cllr Finnigan that it is delegated to the Clerk in conjunction with the Leader to pay the invoice once clarity is gained on the two invoice numbers and what works have been carried out.

(ii) Invoice from Morley Remembrance Committee for £733.53 re. Festival of Remembrance and Remembrance Sunday costs

It was proposed by Cllr Kimberley and seconded by Cllr Finnigan to pay the invoice.

Cllr Grayshon abstained from voting; all other Members agreed to pay both invoices, subject to the above.

Cllr Kelly returned to the meeting 

	  15.      There were no item(s) of correspondence 

16.      The date and time of the next meeting is Wednesday,18th March 2026, at 7.00 pm

The meeting closed at 7.35 pm
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