MORLEY TOWN COUNCIL
MINUTES
FINANCE, GENERAL PURPOSES & STRATEGIC COMMITTEE MEETING
THURSDAY, 15th JANUARY 2026 at 6.00 pm
MORLEY COMMUNITY CHURCH, ZION CHAPEL, MERLYN REES AVENUE, MORLEY LS27 9SL

1. To record attendance
Cllrs Newton (Chair), Kimberley (Deputy), Aveyard, D Harrison & Senior attended
Two members of the public, Cllr Finnigan, and the Town Clerk, also attended

2. To receive apologies for absence given in advance of the meeting
Apologies for absence were received from Cllr Sanders

3. To consider the approval of the reasons given for absence
The reason given for absence was approved

4. To receive any declarations of interest not already declared under the Council’s Code of Conduct or a member’s Register of Disclosable Pecuniary and Other Interests
None

5. To confirm the minutes of the meeting held on 2nd July 2025 as a true and correct record. 
(This item was on the agenda for 3rd September 2025, but was deferred as there were not two members present at that meeting who had attended on 2nd July 2025 and were therefore unable to confirm the accuracy of the minutes) 
The minutes of the meeting held on 2nd July 2025 were confirmed as a true and correct record. It was agreed that the Chair will sign the paper copies once access to the Town Council Office is restored and printed versions are available, as only electronic copies have been circulated to date

6. To confirm the minutes of the meeting held on 5th November 2025 as a true and correct record 
The minutes of the meeting held on 5th November 2025 were confirmed as a true and correct record. It was agreed that the Chair will sign the paper copies once access to the Town Council Office is restored and printed versions are available, as only electronic copies have been circulated to date

7. To approve Financial Reports and Payments and Receipts Registers with copy bank statements showing month-end balances for October 2025 
The Financial Reports and Payments and Receipts Registers with copy bank statements showing month-end balances for October 2025 were confirmed as true and correct records. It was agreed that the Chair will sign the paper copies once access to the Town Council Office is restored and printed versions are available, as only electronic copies have been circulated to date

8. To consider matters referring to CIL and refer to Full Council for approval 

(i) To note credit of £280.03 re. CIL Payment (30/9/25) from Leeds City Council received 30/12/25 
The credit of £280.03 was noted

9. 	(i)	Review of 2025/26 Finance, GP & Strategic Committee Budget
		The Finance, GP & Strategic Committee Budgets for this current year (25/26) were 				reviewed

(ii) Consider and agree Finance, GP & Strategic Committee Budget Submission for 2026/27 
RESOLVED: That consideration of the submission be deferred to the next Full Council meeting to allow further review and clarification of the figures.

(iii) Consider and agree Budgets from Community Support, Highways, Transportation & Environment and Planning Committees for 2026/27
		The proposed budgets for Community Support, Highways Transportation & Environment 			and Planning, for formal consideration and approval at the Full Council meeting on 				Wednesday, 21st January 2026, were as follows:

		COMMUNITY SUPPORT

		4250	Policing							£15,000
		4251	CCTV								£5,000
		4271	Entertainment							£28,000
		4304	Community Grants						£29,500
		TOTAL								£77,500

		HIGHWAYS, TRANSPORTATION & ENVIRONMENT

		4373	Horticulture							£12,000
		4376	Highways&Transport/Community Cleaning			£3,000
		4372	Gritting								£8,000
		4379	Speed Indicator Devices					£2,500
		4390	PROW								£1,500
		TOTAL								£27,000

		PLANNING								£0


10. To consider and approve the proposed tariff of charges for Rialtas annual support, maintenance, licence, and professional services for the 2026/27 financial year. Rialtas provides the council’s accounting and financial management software (email received 6/11/25). 
Recommendation:
The committee considers the Rialtas charges for 2026/27 and determines whether to approve the renewal or seek alternative options.

RESOLVED: That the proposed Rialtas charges for the 2026/27 financial year be approved and that the Council continues with Rialtas for the provision of its accounting and financial management software.

11. To consider the email received from Unity Trust Bank on 27/11/25 outlining proposed changes to fees and charges from 01/02/26 and to agree any necessary action.
	
	The Committee considered the proposed changes to fees and charges.
	RESOLVED: That the information be noted and no further action be taken at this time.

12. To note the compensation from the Financial Services Compensation Scheme has increased on 1/12/25 from £85,000 to £120,000 per eligible person, bank, building society or credit union

Noted

13.  To note Expenditure under Town Clerk’s Delegated Authority (Financial Regulations adopted 4/5/16 –        item 4.1) – item for information only: - 
LGA 1972 = Local Government Act 1972
LG (FP) A 1963 = Local Government (Financial Provisions) Act 1963
(i) Salaries, pension contributions and Tax & N.I. for November and December 2025 (LGA 1972 S112 & LGPSR 2013 SI 2013/2356)
(ii) Invoice dated 4/11/25 for £123.98 (exc VAT) from Multi Web Services re. website hosting
(iii) Invoice dated 4/12/25 for £123.98 (exc VAT) from Multi Web Services re. website hosting
(iv) Invoice dated 4/12/25 for £256.89 (exc VAT) from Ricoh UK Ltd re. printer rent 1/12/25-28/2/26 & usage 1/9/25-30/11/25
(v) Invoice dated 28/11/25 for £150.00 (exc VAT) from Rialtas Business Solutions Ltd re. clerks budget training webinar
(vi) Invoice dated 2/12/25 for £105.00 (no VAT) from Morley Community Church re. 4 council meetings 4th, 5th, 6th & 19th November, room hire

Civic Duties Expenditure 
(i) Invoice dated 25/11/25 for £412.50 (exc VAT) from GB1 Chauffeur Tours re. Mayoral car Remembrance Sunday 9/11/25

Direct debits/standing orders from Unity Trust account (LGA 1972 S111) 
10/11/25 – £38.24 (inc VAT) to Daisy Communications re. Office broadband
17/11/25 - £47.45 (inc VAT) to Techmonkeys Limited re. Office/365 Support 
01/12/25 - £8.71 (inc VAT) to Techmonkeys Limited re. Phone & Remote IT support
10/12/25 – £38.24 (inc VAT) to Daisy Communications re. Office broadband
15/12/25 - £47.45 (inc VAT) to Techmonkeys Limited re. Office/365 Support 
29/12/25 - £10.90 (inc VAT) to Techmonkeys Limited re. Phone & Remote IT support

NatWest Bank charges from NatWest current account (LGA 1972 S111)
28/11/25 - £3.85 (no VAT) to NatWest re. bank charges
31/12/25 - £4.90 (no VAT) to NatWest re. bank charges

Unity Trust Bank charges (LGA 1972 S111)
31/10/25 - £6.00 (no VAT) to Unity Trust re. bank charges
30/11/25 - £6.00 (no VAT) to Unity Trust re. bank charges
31/12/25 - £6.00 (no VAT) to Unity Trust re. bank charges

The expenditure detailed above, paid under the Town Clerk’s Delegated Authority, was noted

14.  To Receive Items of Correspondence (for information only)
None

15. The next scheduled meeting is Wednesday, 4th March 2026, at 7.00 pm
	
	The meeting closed at 7.43 pm
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