MORLEY TOWN COUNCIL
MINUTES
FINANCE, GENERAL PURPOSES & STRATEGIC COMMITTEE MEETING
WEDNESDAY, 3rd SEPTEMBER 2025 at 7.00 pm
COUNCIL CHAMBER, MORLEY TOWN HALL

1. To record attendance
Cllrs Kimberley (Deputy Chair), Aveyard & D Harrison attended
The Town Clerk was also in attendance

2. To receive apologies for absence given in advance of the meeting
Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs Newton, Senior & Shires

3. To consider the approval of the reasons given for absence 
The reasons given for absence were approved

4. To receive any declarations of interest not already declared under the Council’s Code of Conduct or a member’s Register of Disclosable Pecuniary and Other Interests
None

5. The confirmation of the minutes of the meeting held on 2nd July 2025 was deferred to the next meeting, as there were not two members present at this meeting who had attended on 2nd July 2025 and were therefore unable to confirm the accuracy of the minutes.

6. The Financial Reports and Payments, and Receipts Registers, with copy bank statements showing month-end balances for May and June 2025, were approved 

7. To consider matters referring to CIL and refer to Full Council for approval 

(i)  To receive a report on the current CIL balance and schemes currently approved
Noted

(ii) To Consider schemes for funding


Costs for Scarth Gardens and Scatcherd Park   Est Cost 	£50,600.00

From:  Claire Newton, Project Manager, Asset Management & Regeneration  Sent: 28 July 2025 
Good afternoon,
 
I hope you are all well.
 
Further to our site visit to Scarth Gardens and Scatcherd Park last week, please see below budget costs for the works we discussed.
 
Supply and fit railings on the existing wall  23lin.m @ £200/lin.m.   (£4,600)
This will allow for a curved top to match existing railings and text to say 'Scarth Gardens' on the corner.
 
Supply and installation of sculpture trail (8no)
This really is dependant on the number and materials used, so we’ve tried to provide an idea of costs based on a mix of materials (stone and metal).
So, 8no. @ £3,000 each including base and installation (£24,000).
There are only 5 locations identified on the drawing though (not including the main focal piece artwork at top of steps)	So 5no. @ £3,000 each would be £15,000.
Please note, if the sculptures were timber, it’s likely the price would probably be about half the cost. 
 
Supply and installation of rubbing boards (10no)
Approx £400 would be a good estimate for a metal robust version (supplied and installed). 
So, £4,000 total
 
Remove cycle racks and the planter and resurface the area (semi-circle) with bitmac.
Clearance with bitmac would cost approx. £2,000.  As an alternative, stone cobbles would probably look nice in that area (subject to approval) and would cost about £3,000
Bitmac with a stone trim would cost approx. £2,500.
 
It was agreed that Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) funding of up to £50,000 would be allocated to the project, subject to the receipt of final and exact costings from Leeds City Council and approval by Full Council.
Members further agreed that:
· The sculptures will be constructed from wood.
· The surfaced area (in a semi-circular shape) will be finished in bitmac with a stone trim.


Playground at Scatcherd Park 	£50,000

The above email also included a reference to contact between Councillors and Ms Newton on this subject.  
Does the committee wish to seek allocation by Council of the £50k towards the works, subject to a full detailed proposal being brought forward for approval

It was agreed that Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) funding of up to £50,000 would be allocated to the project, subject to the receipt of final and exact costings from Leeds City Council and approval by Full Council.



Work at Morley Bowling Green 	£1,500.00.
Requested by Cllr Senior 14 August 2025
Good morning, Martyn 
Is it possible to add to the agenda a request for £1500,
For work at Morley bowling Green.
I am waiting for a for quote from Parks, for some new decking to be added.
I am paying £2500 from my Section 106 and £2,00 from my WBI money.
Just want to make sure I have the right amount of funding. 
Can send you more details when I get the figures from Parks. 
Thank you 
Jane

It was agreed that Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) funding of up to £1,500 would be allocated to the project, subject to receipt of confirmation from Leeds City Council of funding from Cllr Senior’s Section 106 & WBI is in place


Mounting of Mural on building in St Ann’s Square 

Cllr Senior has asked for this item to be brought forward,

About 10 years ago a mural was commissioned by a third party group (not by the Town Council, )

The Mosaic is made of ceramic Mosaic tiles on hardiebacker board ( cement based waterproof board suitable for the outdoors).
It forms a long Mosaic Mural depicting a scene inspired by an old print of Rods Mill, Morley,
dated sometime in the 1800s.
The artwork, as a whole, measures-
Length 4.80 m ( 15ft 9in )	Height 1.2 m ( 4 ft approx)	Depth 2 cm
The artwork is constructed of 6 panels that join together to form the whole.
Each panel measures -	1.2m x 0.8m x 2 cm
Each panel weighs in the region of -	2 stone 10 lb and 2 stone 12 lb

Thus the Total weight of the Mosaic artwork is probably 17 stones 2lb

The mural has been in the artists workshop since it was commissioned 

The key points to consider are 
Who owns the mural,  as their permission is required before any action can be taken 
Who owns the building, as a formal legal agreement will need to be drafted  before anything is fixed to the building, to ensure that there is some longevity in the project, and should the building be sold then the mural remains on the building?
Who is responsible for insurance and maintenance of the mural in the future 

Recommended Actions
That the Clerks be authorised to refer the negotiations for placing a mural on the building with our solicitor and if successfully concluded, quotes will be sought from contractors to mount the mural if ownership can either be transferred to Morley Town Council, and the owners formally consent to it being mounted on this building

It was proposed and seconded, and unanimously agreed, to delegate authority to the Clerks to seek legal advice on this matter, and if successfully concluded, quotes to be sought from contractors to mount the mural if ownership can be transferred to Morley Town Council, and if the building owners formally consent to it being mounted on their building. If the above is positive, a further report will be brought back to Full Council
8. To note the new direct debit arrangement for Unity Trust Bank, recently established to pay XLN/Daisy Communications for the Town Council Office broadband. Paying by direct debit will result in a monthly saving of £7.95. 
Noted
9. 14. To approve items of expenditure, as follows:- 
(i) Invoice dated 4/8/25 for £123.98 (ex VAT) from Multi-Web Services Ltd re. monthly website hosting August 25
The item of expenditure above was approved
	
10.  To note Expenditure under Town Clerk’s Delegated Authority (Financial Regulations adopted 4/5/16 –        item 4.1) – item for information only: - 
LGA 1972 = Local Government Act 1972
LG (FP) A 1963 = Local Government (Financial Provisions) Act 1963
(i) Salaries, pension contributions and Tax & N.I. for July and August 2025 (LGA 1972 S112 & LGPSR 2013 SI 2013/2356)
(ii) Invoice dated 1/7/25 for £35.10 (no VAT) from Yorkshire Local Councils Associations re. Biodiversity Webinar 25/6 – 1 place
(iii) Invoice dated 27/6/25 for £37.90 (exc VAT) from XLN/Daisy Communications Ltd re. office broadband
(iv) Invoice dated 27/6/25 for £189.00 (exc VAT) from Ricoh UK Ltd re. Printer rent 1/6/25 – 31/8/25
(v) Invoice (SI 111171) dated 4/4/25 for £123.98 (exc VAT) from Multi-Web Services Ltd re. monthly website hosting April 25
(vi) Invoice (SI 11305) dated 4/5/25 for £123.98 (exc VAT) from Multi-Web Services Ltd re. monthly website hosting May 25
(vii) Invoice (SI 11452) dated 4/6/25 for £123.98 (exc VAT) from Multi-Web Services Ltd re. monthly website hosting June 25
(viii) Invoice (SI 11601) dated 4/7/25 for £123.98 (exc VAT) from Multi-Web Services Ltd re. monthly website hosting July 25

Civic Duties Expenditure 
(i) Reimbursement of £45.00 to RV Pickles re. repaid of Mayoral holding chain
(ii) Invoice dated 23/7/25 for £125.00 (no VAT) from Bradford Metropolitan District Council re. Yorkshire Day Civic Lunch 2 x tickets + 1 for driver
(iii) Payment to Normanton Town Council for £30.00 (no VAT) re 2 tickets to Last Night of the Proms

Direct debits/standing orders from Unity Trust account (LGA 1972 S111) 
15/07/25 - £39.54 (plus VAT) to Techmonkeys Limited re. Office/365 Support fee 
30/07/25 - £4.84 (plus VAT) to Techmonkeys Limited re. Phone & Remote IT support
11/08/25 – £29.95 (plus VAT) to Daisy Communications re. Office broadband

NatWest Bank charges (LGA 1972 S111)
31/07/25 - £0.35 (no VAT) to Nat West re. bank charges

Unity Trust Bank charges (LGA 1972 S111)
30/06/25 - £6.00 (no VAT) to Unity Trust re. bank charges
31/07/25 - £6.00 (no VAT) to Unity Trust re. bank charges

All the above items of expenditure were noted.


11.  To approve whole council training to be facilitated by YLCA a date and time to be agreed 
The Council has a training budget under cost code 4155, and the course content will be suited to Morley Town Council's needs 

It was RESOLVED to approve Whole Council training to be delivered by YLCA.
It was further RESOLVED to delegate authority to the Clerks to make the necessary arrangements for the training, ensuring that it includes content on both mandatory and discretionary council policies

12. To Receive Items of Correspondence (for information only)
(i) Email received 6/8/25 from Unity Trust Bank Plc re. their error with debit interest charges
Noted

13. The next scheduled meeting is Wednesday, 5th November 2025, at 7.00 pm

The meeting closed at 7.35 pm
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