MORLEY TOWN COUNCIL
MINUTES
FINANCE, GENERAL PURPOSES & STRATEGIC COMMITTEE MEETING
WEDNESDAY, 2ND JULY 2025 at 7.00 pm
COUNCIL CHAMBER, MORLEY TOWN HALL

1. To record attendance
Cllrs Newton, D Harrison & Senior attended
The Town Clerk was also in attendance

2. To receive apologies for absence given in advance of the meeting
Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs Aveyard, Kimberley, Sanders & Shires

3. To consider the approval of the reasons given for absence 
The reasons given for absence were approved

4. To receive any declarations of interest not already declared under the Council’s Code of Conduct or a member’s Register of Disclosable Pecuniary and Other Interests
None

5. To confirm the minutes of the meeting held on 28th May 2025 as a true and correct record 
The minutes of the meeting held on 28th May 2025 were approved as a true and correct record 

6. To approve Financial Reports and Payments and Receipts Registers, with copy bank statements showing month-end balances for April 2025 
The Financial Reports and Payments, and Receipts Registers, with copy bank statements showing month-end balances for April 2025, were approved 

7. To consider matters referring to CIL
(i) Town Hall Facilities upgrade  

During the scheduled work within the Town Hall, it became apparent that the toilet facilities adjacent to the Councillors' Robing/Retirement room would not be brought into service

This would mean that there are no toilets on the upper floor for users of the Council Chamber, Mayor’s Parlour or when attending events in the banqueting rooms 

Cllr Brown suggested using CIL funding to resolve this, and an approach was made to Leeds CC 

Leeds Council have reviewed the area in question and has advised that an initial scoping exercise is required before providing a full fee bid for design. This initial exercise would cover the following elements:
 
1. Undertake a scoping visit with interested parties to agree on what the aspirations are, and what’s likely to be feasible/acceptable to conservation.
 
1. Produce a marked-up drawing showing design intent
 
1. Determine an approx. budget
 
They’ve advised that they’ve allowed two working days for this exercise and expect it to require Heritage Building Surveyor and QS input, with light-touch input from the Architectural team.  The product of this exercise is to determine the scope and target cost envelope and identify a fee bid for progressing through the planning / listed building consent process, tender and construction.  Furthermore, it will aid in avoiding scope creep or proposing solutions that are incompatible with the Grade I listing.
 	
The cost quoted is £1,276.00 + VAT, and the Committee is asked to approve the use of CIL funding for this survey and consider the future project costs when they are known.
It was RESOLVED that this initial scoping exercise project is to be funded from the CIL fund and will go to Full Council for approval on 16/7/25

8. To consider and approve funding for the repair of the holding chain for the mayoral regalia, which has broken. To delegate authority to the clerks and costs to be funded from Civic Regalia (code 4405 budget £600)
It was RESOLVED that this is delegated to the clerks
	
9.  To note Expenditure under Town Clerk’s Delegated Authority (Financial Regulations adopted 4/5/16 –        item 4.1) – item for information only: - 
LGA 1972 = Local Government Act 1972
LG (FP) A 1963 = Local Government (Financial Provisions) Act 1963
(i) Salaries, pension contributions and Tax & N.I. for May and June 2025 (LGA 1972 S112 & LGPSR 2013 SI 2013/2356)
(ii) Payment of £19.80 (no VAT) paid to M Bolt re. mileage claim SLCC Branch Meeting 21/5/25 
(iii) Payment of £19.80 (no VAT) paid to R Pickles re. mileage claim SLCC Branch Meeting 21/5/25 
(iv) Invoice dated 27/5/25 for £35.94 (inc VAT) from XLN/Daisy Communications Ltd re. office broadband
(v) Invoice dated 11/6/25 for £350.00 (no VAT) from David Higginbottom Master Locksmiths re. office safe relocation from lower ground floor
(vi) Invoice dated 11/6/25 for £30.00 (no VAT) from AHGTC re. Town Crier annual membership
(vii) Invoice dated 8/5/25 for £400.00 (no VAT) from Internal Audit Services Yorkshire re. Year-end 24/25 final internal audit visit
(viii) Invoice dated 20/6/25 for £27.40 (no VAT) from Yorkshire Local Councils Associations re. Planning System Webinar – 1 place

Civic Duties Expenditure 
(i) Petty cash expenditure of £18.95 (inc £2.33 VAT) for refreshments for the Mayor's Parlour

Direct debits/standing orders from Unity Trust account (LGA 1972 S111) 
02/05/25 - £47.00 (no VAT) to Information Commissioners Office re. GDPR/Data protection fee 25/26
15/05/25 - £39.54 (plus VAT) to Techmonkeys Limited re. Office/365 Support fee 
16/06/25 - £39.54 (plus VAT) to Techmonkeys Limited re. Office/365 Support fee 

NatWest bank charges (LGA 1972 S111)
30/05/25 - £5.92 (no VAT) to Nat West re. bank charges

Unity Trust bank charges
02/05/25 + £0.04 Debit interest REFUND for 30/4/25
31/05/25 - £0.04 (no VAT) to Unity Trust re. debit interest
31/05/25 - £6.00 (no VAT) to Unity Trust re. bank charges
02/06/25 + £0.04 Debit interest REFUND for 31/5/25

All the above items of expenditure were noted.

9. To Receive Items of Correspondence (for information only)
None

     11.   The next scheduled meeting is Wednesday, 3rd September 2025 at 7.00 pm

The meeting ended at 7.10 pm
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